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many years, and had never experienced any
difficulty before; "but in 1892 he represented a
new movement which threatened to break up
the Solid South. Hence the bitterness which
led to rowdyism and disorder.204

Except for the unpleasant experiences in
Georgia, it seems that General Weaver and his
party had a satisfactory and successful South-
ern campaign. He travelled through the entire
section with the exception of West Virginia, and
found the people accepting- Populist doctrines
"with avidity and turning from the old parties
almost in armies." - His meetings in Missis-
sippi were " every one 5,000 strong", and in
Florida there was the greatest enthusiasm. In
North and South Carolina their meetings were
five times as large as those of General Steven-
son, the Democratic candidate for Vice Presi-
dent : at Raleigh they had at least 10,000 audi-
tors and at one other place 12,000. The outlook
in the South he regarded as " magnificent".
The majority of the white people were with the
Populists, and with a fair count he was pretty
sure of success in every Southern State. He
added that he was determined to have a fair
count.266

The Southern .tour closed at PulasM, Ten-
nessee, early in October. A determined effort
was made to induce Weaver to cancel his visit
there because of charges made against Mm as